Unit - 1

Advent of

the Europeans

@j Learning Objectives

» To know about the kinds of sources of modern India
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To understand the Portuguese trade interests in India
To understand the impact of Portuguese and Dutch presence in India

To know the colonial settlements of Denmark

» To know the arrival and settlement of English and French East India

Companies

Introduction

Many of the foreign travellers, traders,
missionaries and civil servants who came
to India in the 18" and 19" centuries have
left accounts of their experiences and their
impressions of various parts of the country.
To know the events of modern period, we
have abundant sources at the international,
national, and regional level.

Sources of Modern India

The sources for the
history of modern India [=] 54
help us to know the political,
socio-economic and cultural
developments in the country.
From the very beginning, the
Portuguese, the Dutch, the
French, the Danes, and the English recorded
their official transactions in India on state
papers. Well preserved records are very
valuable to know about their relations in India.
The archives at Lisbon, Goa, Pondicherry and
Madras were literally store houses of precious
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historical informations. All these sources must,
however, be critically evaluated before they are
used for historical writing.

Kinds of Sources

We can write history with the help of
sources like written sources and material
sources.

Written Sources

After the advent
of the printing press,
numerous books
were published in
different  languages.
Hence, people began
to acquire knowledge
easily in the fields like
art, literature, history
and  science. The
Europeans came to know about the immense
Wealth of India from the accounts of Marco
Polo and similar sources. The wealth of
India attracted Europeans to this country.
Ananda Rangam is a name to conjure with in

Ananda Rangam
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